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CONPIDENTIAL CANBERRA 1383 

CINCPAC ALSO PASS POLAD 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PPOR, AS, CB 

SUBJECT: TRANSFER OP GOA AMBASSADOR PROM GKR TO THAILAND 

1. 1 LEARNED FROM ALAN RENOUF, DFA SECRETARY , THAT 
M.L. JOHNSTON , GOA AMBASSADOR TO CAMBODIA WHO HAS BEEN 
ON LEAVE POR SOMETIME NOW IN CANBERRA, WILL BE REASSIGNED 
AS AUSTRALIAN AMBASSADOR TOTHAILAND AND THAT NO 
SUCCESSOR HAS YET BEEN DESIGNATED TO CAMBODIA. WHEN I 
EXPRESSED CONCERN THAT THIS MIGHT PRESSAGE A GOA MOVE 
TO DOWNGRADE ITS RELATIONSHIP WITH GKR, LEAVING ITS 
POST IN PHNOM PENH WITHOUT AN AMBASSADOR FOR AN INDEFINITE 
PERIOD OP TIME, I WAS TOLD (UNCONVINCINGLY) THAT THIS 
WAS NOT NECESSARILY SO, THAT THE BANGKOK PSOITION HAD 
TO BE FILLED WITH A MAN EXPERIENCED IN THE AREA AND 
JOHNSTON SEEMED MOST SUITED POR THAT ASSIGNMENT. RENOUF 
ADDED THAT GOA HAS NOT YET HAD AN OPPORTUNITY TO POCUS 
ON THE NAMING OP A SUCCESSOR. 
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2. COMMENT: THIS DEVELOPMENT NEVERTHELESS CONTRASTS 
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WITH THE FACT THAT PRIMIN WHITLAM FOR THE FIRST TIME 
ON FEBRUARY 26 RECEIVED CAMBODIAN AMBASSADOR TO AUSTRALIA 
CHHUT CHHOEUR AND, THROUGH HIM, CONVEYED A WARMMESSAGE 
OF GREETING TO LON NOL IN RESPONSE TO THE LATTER'S 
MESSAGE (CANBERRA 1318 NOTAL). WE HAVE ALSO BEEN 
RELIABLEY INFORMED THAT GOA WILL SUPPORT GKR REPRESENTATIVES' 
CREDENTIALS AT LAW OF WAR CONFERENCE, IT BEING GOA 
POSITIONTHAT AS LONG AS GKR IS INCHARGE OF PHNOM 
PENH AND SEATED IN UN AUSTRALIA WILL CONTINUE ITS 
RECOGNITIONAND SUPPORT. 

3. OVERALL, WHITLAM TAKES A HIGHLY SCEPTICAL ATTITUDE 
TOWARD GKR AND IT MAY WELL BE THAT HIS RECEIVING DKR 
AMBASSADOR AND HIS VOTING POSITION IN LAW OF WAR ARE 
DESIGNED TO CONUNTERBALANCE A LOWER GOA PRESENCE IN 
CAMBODIA. 

GREEN 
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